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are brought tip religiously. The responsibilities of parenthood
give a new gravity to his style, which begins to recall that of
Mr Seagrave in Masterman Ready, or Mr Robinson, father of the
Swiss family of that name.

What was important above all was that they should never believe
that their father was irreligious, or that he had consciously ceased to
fulfil his dudes in the religious sphere. To this end we did not give up
uniting in the family circle, as was our habit, for prayer and for
reading the gospels or devotional books; but I refrained from assist-
ing in those cases in which there was a question of acts which were
completely incompatible with my convictions.

In establishing this exception, I had in my mind principally
novenas and the Rosary. I know well that Catholicism enjoins
reverence for the saints and not adoration; but the truth is that,
without the church being able to prevent it, intercession with
these is understood in such a way by the faithful that the severe
monotheism of the Old Testament and the New have in fact de-
generated into a kind of semi-pagan polytheism. As for the Rosary,
I have always respected it because it is almost the only religious
practice which, in our country, takes place in the bosom of the
family; but, considered by itself, it seems absurd to submit to number
and measure (by counting the beads) what should be freest, most
spontaneous and incapable of coercion of anything in the world:
prayer! Every time I see a rosary, there comes to my mind that
machine used by the Buddhists of Tibet to measure out and count
their prayers and so deduce the merit contracted.1

When he surveyed his contemporaries, he saw that in the
universities the prevalent opinion was liberal, an opinion
rather of sentiment than of reflexion. "Among its adepts were
some who, imbued with the principles of the French Encyclo-
paedists, confounded in the same antipathy both absolutism and
religion; while others believed sincerely in the possible harmony
of Catholicism and liberty/'

I was among the latter; and so it was that, catholic or liberal, it
seemed to me that the cause of theocracy was distinct from that of the

1 Miwta, 56-8.